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Abstract

In this seminar, I will use the example of aggressive antipredator defence in deer to probe the evolution of this behaviour and its ecological implications. I will introduce you to a system having two species of deer that have many similarities but completely different ways of dealing with predators. One species, white-tailed deer, relies more on flight whereas the other, mule deer, relies on an unusually cooperative form of aggressive defence. 

I will use observations of coyotes hunting deer, playback experiments and long-term survival data to address three main questions:

1. How does variation in aggressive defence affect the vulnerability of fawns early in life? 

2. Why do mule deer females actively defend fawns that are not their own offspring and may not even belong to the same species?

3. How do the behavioural defences of the deer influence predation rates by coyotes?
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